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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
November 14, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 7

" Revelation 12"

Before we begin, let us pray …

1. This week and next week we will be studying the two great prophetic books of REVELATION; 12 & 13. 

2. Revelation 12 is considered by many theologians to be a key chapter in the entire book because it shows the overall Great Controversy between Christ and Satan as the Lord battles with the devil himself.

3. REVELATION 12:1 “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:” [In scripture “a woman” signifies a true church as we read in:]

4. 2 Corinthians 11:2  “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ.”  [However, a corrupt woman is used to represent an apostate or corrupt church as we read in Revelation 17.] 

5. Revelation 17:3-6, 15, 18 – “I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, … woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: “ 
6. “… a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, …” The ‘sun’ signifies the light and glory of the New Testament gospel era. The ‘moon’ is the symbol of the Mosaic period. As the moon borrows light from the sun, so the former era shown with a light borrowed from the present. There we see the type and shadow; here we have the antitype and the substance. 

7. The crown of twelve stars appropriately symbolizes the 12 apostles. 

8. REVELATION 12:2 ”And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.”
9. REVELATION 12:3 “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.”
10. The dragon is Satan but in Revelation 12:3 the ‘great red dragon’ represents Pagan Rome, the civil power controlled by Satan. 

11. REVELATION 12:4 “And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” 
12. “And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:” - it is evident that a third part of the stars of heaven represents the third of the angels of heaven that joined Lucifer in his rebellion against the Ruler of the universe and were cast out with him.

13. “…and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” It is evident that the man child that was soon to be born is our Lord Jesus Christ and though the dragon, as previously mentioned, primarily represents Satan, but it is in a secondary sense, representative of pagan Rome and the fiendish Roman governor Herod.

14. Matthew 2:16 “Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.”
15. Matthew 2:13 “And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.”
16. Matthew 2:14   “When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:” 
17. REVELATION 12:5 “And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:”  Some believe that this could only be Jesus Who was so prophesied in Psalm 2:7-9. 

18. Psalms 2:7-9   “I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
19. REVELATION 12:5 “… and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. ” This is describing the ascension of Jesus at the conclusion of His 3-1/2 year ministry. 
20. We must never forget that the object of Satan’s attack is clearly God’s church.

21. Revelation 12:6   “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.” 
22. In Bible prophecy, one prophetic day equals one literal year! (Ezek.4:6; Num.14:34).  So therefore the Bible predicted that while the period of the dark ages or persecution took place, that God's true church would be in the wilderness or in hiding. 

23. The papal power began to reign supreme in 538 AD.  It reigned for 1260 years or until 1798. 

24. Persecution therefore reigned for the 1260 year period, from AD 538 to 1798, 

25. So God still had a group of people who were faithful to Him, but the Bible tells us that this group of people was in the wilderness. 

26. There was a group of Christians that date back to the 12th century, founded by a man named Peter Waldo.  These Waldensians were especially persecuted as heretical before the 16th century, and endured near annihilation in the 17th century. 
27. The church of God during that time was in hiding or obscurity. The most notorious of course would be the Waldensian Christians, but the Albigensis and Huguenots were also branded heretics and were hunted and killed.

28. The Waldensians sought refuge in the Alps in Italy, also in regions of France.

29. They endured much in their mountain retreats, but they were God’s church and the apple of his eye.

30. They faithfully clung to scripture in mountain caves, memorizing,

31. copying and translating scripture, 

32. trying to hand down a pure faith without corruption. Many a Waldensian would risk their lives going to the cities to teach any seeker of truth the Word of God. Some would be followed and their hideouts would be disclosed.

33. Here is a scene of humble Waldensian Christians worshiping in a cave as they were being attacked by Catholic soldiers. "The papists took care after every mission of persecution to destroy as much of the Waldensian literature as possible"

34. Then there were the Protestant Huguenots in the 16th century.

35. August 24, 1572, was the date of the infamous St. Bartholomew's Day massacre in France. On that day, over 400 years ago, began one of the most horrifying holocausts in history.

36. The French Protestants were Les Misérables. French soldiers and the Roman Catholic clergy fell upon the unarmed people, and blood flowed like a river throughout the entire country. 

37. Men, women, and children fell in heaps before the mobs and the bloodthirsty troops. In one week, almost 100,000 Protestants perished. The rivers of France were so filled with corpses that for many months no fish were eaten.

38. Many were imprisoned—many sent as slaves to row the king's ships—and some were able to escape to other countries. . . . The best and brightest people fled to Germany, Switzerland, England, Ireland and eventually the United States, and brought their incomparable manufacturing skills with them. 

39. In the 12th and 13th centuries the Albigensis in Northern and Southern France were the targets of the Papacy in their quest to exterminate Protestantism.

40. Every form of torture was employed to rid the country of this hated sect. From its beginning, the Papal Inquisition worked by ignoring all rules of natural justice.  Guilt was assumed from the start.

41. In the course of time the Inquisition would develop a wide range of even more ghastly techniques to break, maim and kill people. And so we have in history the result of three groups of Protestant Christians who paid dearly with their lives under decrees of the blood thirsty Papacy in Rome.  Moving on…

42. REVELATION 12:7 “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,”  The first 6 verses of this chapter took us from the start of the Christian church through the 1,260 year period. Now we are taken back in time to the beginning of the great controversy in heaven. 
43. REVELATION 12:8  “And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven”  Praise God that he did not prevail and that the losses were not even greater. Satan and the fallen angels had suffered a terrible defeat which Christ described in Luke 10:18 by saying, 
44. “And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” LUKE 10:18

45. REVELATION 12:9 “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” From this we can see that every angel possessed a free will and the power to choose, having yielded to the cunning and persuasive power of Lucifer. 

46. REVELATION 12:10 “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” 
47. REVELATION 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” It’s estimated 50 million at a minimum lost their lives during the papal reign of terror. That’s 50,000: 1,000 times. 

48. REVELATION 12:12 “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 
49. REVELATION 12:13 “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.” Failing to conquer Christ when He was on Earth, he turns his attack on the church of Christ, through the counterfeit, apostate “mystery of iniquity,” the Papacy. 

50. REVELATION 12:14  “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place,  (the eagles wings represent the haste with which God’s church was to seek her own safety. 
51. where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”  So the true church of Christ became the ‘wilderness church,’ attempting to escape the wrath of Satan for a time, times and half a time. 

52. Refreshing our memories a time = 1 year; times = 2 years; and half a time = ½ year.

53. The Jewish year of 360 days + 720 days + 180 days would total 1,260 prophetic days, 1,260 literal years the persecuting church would exert its power over God’s church.

54. In OT times the wicked Queen Jezebel ruled over Israel, who were God’s professing church, for 3-½ literal years.  Elijah, representing God’s faithful believers, fled into the wilderness because of the persecution. 
55. So, during the 3-½ prophetic years, or 1260 literal years of Papal supremacy, the Roman Church, referred to as “Jezebel” in Revelation 2:20, ruled over the professing church at that time and persecuted God’s faithful people. 

56. And again, the faithful of the church fled physically and spiritually into the wilderness.
57. REVELATION 12:15   “And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.“ By its false doctrines the papacy had corrupted all nations and had absolute control over all civil powers and through it Satan was able to bring a flood of persecution against the true believers as multiplied millions perished. 
58. REVELATION 12:16   “And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century was having its affect, and defenders of the true faith were multiplied. Soon there was enough Protestant soil found in Europe and the New World to swallow up the flood of papal fury and rob it of its power to harm the church. 

59. From 538 to 1798 the church was in the wilderness, but after 1798, after the 1260 years, the rise of God’s last day church was to begin. However, the dragon was not yet ready to end his work.

60. Revelation 12:17   Scripture says the dragon was very angry and “…went to make war with the remnant of her seed, …”
61. What is the remnant?
62. When shopping, a remnant is usually the remaining piece of material.

63. The word remnant comes from our English Word remain. It means "the remaining ones."  
64. When the larger group rebels and drifts away from God, 
65. God has a smaller group that remains loyal and true at any cost.  God has had such a group all through the Old and New Testaments. 

66. And so God has a remnant in these last days of earth's history that will be loyal, and faithful, and true to Him.

67. In the book of Revelation the characteristics of the remnant are described.

68. Revelation 12:17 “…which keep the commandments of God, ...”  God would have a remnant, a group of people who would be characterized by two things: They, according to the Bible, keep the commandments of God, 

69. and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  What do they have? The testimony of who?  "The testimony of Jesus Christ." The word "testimony" comes from the word meaning "witness." A witness gives a testimony.  God's last day movement will be given a witness from Jesus.   

70. In Revelation 19:10 On the Isle of Patmos an angel came down to John, and when John fell at his feet to worship him, the angel rebuked John and told him not to, he then said, “I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."  "The testimony of Jesus is (what?) the spirit of prophecy."   That angel came bearing a witness from Jesus; the fact that this angel had the gift of prophecy to give to John. 

71. God's remnant would also have the Testimony of Jesus, or they would have the gift of prophecy just like Noah whom God sent to prepare the world for a flood had the gift of prophecy.  Just like John the Baptist whom God sent to prepare the world for the first coming of Jesus had the gift of prophecy. 

72. God's last day church will also be guided by the gift of prophecy and have a special prophetic message for the church. Like two great Bible co-ordinates that intersect on a graph to pinpoint an exact location, so these two Bible identifying marks go together to pinpoint God's true remnant movement.

73. The true remnant church gives a call to men and women of every race and religious persuasion.  God's remnant church will not exist solely for the purpose of simply presenting information; but it is to appeal to men and women of every religious persuasion who have not known the truths about God's Word to make a decision. 

74. The battle lines are drawn. Satan is marshalling his forces and plans to overwhelm the remnant people of God. He does not want to fail.

75. From {GC88 622.3} The testimony of Jesus is, The "time of trouble such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess, and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in 
76. anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God. {GC88 622.3}

77. The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan has raged for more than 6,000 years and it will be finishing up in our very generation. Oh let us be faithful dear brothers and sisters. We have a heaven to win and a hell to shun. This concludes this week’s study of Revelation chapter 12. 

78. And God’s faithful 6,000 year old church

79. Next Sabbath we will commence a study on Revelation chapter 13 and the unfaithful church.

80. Shall we pray…

